
PETAL SCHOOL DISTRICT EL PLAN 

 

 

 

 

I. Introduction 

 

The Petal School District is comprised of five schools (primary, elementary, upper elementary, 

middle and high school) consisting of approximately 4,100 students. The ethnic diversity of the 

school district is as follows: 74.6% White; 17% African American; 3.7% Hispanic; .1.1% Asian; 

and 3% MultiRacial. There are currently 136 English Learner students enrolled in the district. 

 

Mission: The mission of the Petal School District is to empower all students with the attitudes, 

knowledge, and life-long learning skills essential to thrive as responsible citizens in an ever-

changing global society by providing innovative academic and technical experiences through the 

cooperative efforts of community, parents, educators, and students. 

 

Purpose of the EL Program: To ensure that all EL students are provided quality instructional 

programs throughout the district. Also, to provide EL students with the educational opportunities 

that will enable them to succeed academically. 

 

Goals of the EL Program: The overall goal of the EL program is the successful integration of 

our students into the mainstream curriculum. 1) The first goal of the EL program of the Petal 

School District is to provide each student with the English skills necessary for him/her to 

function successfully in both an academic and social setting. Petal School District does not deny 

students participation in any program based on limited proficiency. 2) The second goal is to 

provide high quality professional development to all classroom teachers, principals, 

administrators, and other school or community-based organizational personnel that serve EL 

students. 3) The third goal is to encourage and facilitate EL parental involvement.     

 

 English Learner (EL): An EL student is one whose native language is a language other than 

English as determined by a Home Language Survey. According to the Mississippi State 

Department of education (MDE), students who are English Learners are classified as Limited 

English Proficient (LEP) or Immigrant Children and Youth. 

 

English as Second Language Services: The Petal School District serves Limited English 

Proficient (LEP) and EL students through a pull-out  and a push in instructional approach at the 

elementary level. Students are pulled out of their regular classrooms for a portion of the day to 

receive instruction in English language development either individually or in small groups. At 

the Primary School, push-in services are also utilized to best serve students. At the middle and 

high schools classes are assigned to provide Content-Based  ESL instruction, Services are 

provided by regular classroom teachers, certified EL teachers and a teacher assistant. The EL 

services offered meet the requirements of the Mississippi Department of Education and United 

States Office of Civil Rights in serving EL students. The instruction is Content-Based, in which 

English is learned via thematic units that allow for the assimilation of language learning and 

academic content at the same time as stated by Anna Uhl Chamot’s Cognitive Academic 



Language Learning Approach. Technology-driven instruction in EL classes enhances and 

accelerates the students’ learning. Utilization of the “Imagine Learning” software by EL students 

allows the students to facilitate their own learning in a self-controlled way. 

 

 

II. Goals and Educational Approach of the EL Program 

 

 

The Petal School District serves Limited English Proficient (LEP) and EL students through both 

pull-out and push-in instructional approaches. Students are pulled out of their regular classrooms 

for a portion of the day to receive instruction in English language development either 

individually or in small groups. Services are provided by two certified EL teachers and an 

assistant. The instruction is Content-Based, in which English is learned via thematic units that 

allow for the assimilation of language learning and academic content at the same time as stated 

by Anna Uhl Chamot’s Cognitive Academic Language Learning Approach (CALL). EL students 

also use the “Imagine Learning” computer software to enhance their English skills. EL students 

are expected to master subject matter and achievement at 65% or above, the same as other 

students in the district. Students are evaluated and monitored throughout the school term via EL 

progress reports (consist of four parts-accommodations, teacher input, student grade, and teacher 

suggestions; every 9 weeks) and performance in the regular classroom. An EL plan of action is 

developed for each EL student. The EL teacher communicates closely with each student’s 

teacher (s) and parents to monitor progress in the general education classes, and to ensure that 

he/she is receiving the appropriate accommodations. The plan of action enables teachers to 

communicate the EL students’ levels of participation, communication, and academic 

performance to the EL teacher and the parents.  The success of the EL program is evaluated by 

the ELPT (LAS LINKS) test.   

 

 

 

III. Educational theory and goals for EL program of services 

  

“The mission of the Petal School District is to empower all students with the attitudes, 

knowledge, and life-long learning skills essential to thrive as responsible citizens in an ever-

changing global society”. Taking this into consideration our District is aware of the different 

cultures/subgroups of our population who speak numerous different languages. Therefore, we 

have successfully identified that the English Learners need our help to completely integrate into 

our society.  

 

The Petal School District offers EL services through either one-to-one or small group 

classes of English as a Second Language with certified EL teachers.  The EL services offered 

meet the requirements of the Mississippi Department of Education and the United States Office 

of Civil Rights in serving English Language Learners. Students at the elementary level are 

served through a “pull out” instructional approach for at least four hours a week depending on 

their current proficiency levels and the general needs of the students. Students at the Middle and 

the High schools have a regular EL class assigned. In addition to teaching the EL classes, the 

ESL teacher is available for communication with parents when necessary. 



 

In the Petal School District we believe that “a person’s potential to learn is limitless.” 

Therefore, most of the material used takes into consideration Krashen’s i+1(1982) approach 

which means students should be challenged one step above their current level of knowledge to 

ensure their success in the language learning process (Brown, 2000; Shrum & Glisan, 2005). The 

overall goal of our EL program is the successful integration of our students into the mainstream 

curriculum. Hence our instruction is Content-Based in which English is learned through thematic 

units that allow the assimilation of language learning and academic content at the same time as 

stated by Anna Uhl Chamot’s Cognitive Academic Language Learning Approach (CALL) 

(Richard-Amato &Snow, 2005).  

 

The overall goal of our EL program is the successful integration of our students into the 

mainstream curriculum.  Hence our instruction is Content-Based in which English is learned 

through thematic units that allow the assimilation of language learning and academic content at 

the same time as they stated by Anna Uhl Chamot’s Cognitive Academic Language Learning 

Approach (CALL) (Richard-Amato & Show, 2005).  At the middle and high school, Longman’s 

Shining Star series is still being used, and has proved to be beneficial in preparing our students 

for the academic demands of the school setting, while enhancing their language knowledge 

necessary to perform well in our society.  New-comers in our District are exposed to the basics 

of the English language through the Keys to Learning Series (Pearson Longman, 2013).  We also 

use the Treasure Chest program by McGraw-Hill in the elementary schools.  It is the component 

to the Treasures series that the students use in their regular-education classrooms, and therefore 

is more aligned to help the students succeed in their mainstream classes, while enhancing their 

English language abilities. 

 

 

IV. Identification and Placement of New English Learners (ELs) in the English 

Language Learners Program 

 

 In order to provide appropriate service to English Learners the Petal School District 

follows the MDE and federal guidelines to identify ELs, provide their initial assessment to 

determine if services are required, notify the parents or guardians and place the students in the 

corresponding program. Petal School District follows the necessary steps to identify ELs that 

assure them of an equitable, quality education.   

 

 

 

A. Home Language Survey (HLS) 
 

The tool used by the PSD to identify English Language Learners is the Home Language Survey 

(HLS). A Home Language Survey must be completed by all students in the district at the time of 

initial registration into the school district, not into each school. This HLS is kept in the student's 

permanent record while the student is in the district. A copy of this survey stays at the EL files of 

the school that the student attends. 

 



The surveys collected are reviewed by the MCSIS Coordinator at each school to identify any 

indication that a language other than English is spoken at home by any individual at the 

household. If any response on the HLS indicates the use of a language other than English by the 

student or an individual in the home during the registration process, school office personnel are 

responsible for notifying ESL teacher assigned to each school of any student whose HLS 

indicates a language other than English.  The presence of a language other than English does not 

automatically signify that the student is not a competent and proficient speaker of English, but 

the ESL teacher should follow up additional interviews with the family and assessment must be 

conducted to determine the student’s English-language proficiency level.   

 

B. Initial Assessment of Language Proficiency 

 

Students whose HLS indicates the presence of a language other than English, are assessed for 

English-language proficiency within thirty (30) days of enrollment.  Students who register after 

the beginning of the school year are assessed within two (2) weeks of enrollment to comply with 

state law.  

 

The MDE has adopted the LAS LINKS Placement Test to help determine eligibility for 

placement in the English language instruction educational program. LAS LINKS Placement Test 

is an assessment tool used to measure the English language proficiency of students. This 

screening tool is used to determine whether or not a child is eligible for English language 

instructional services. Each test assesses students' abilities in all four language domains 

(Listening, Speaking, Writing, and Reading), and evaluates Social and Academic English. LAS 

LINKS Placement Test provides an overall composite score that is used to determine eligibility 

for the program. The results from the LAS LINKS Placement Test are placed in the Student’s EL 

program File and a copy is filed in their Cum record.  

 

C. Determining Eligibility for the English Language Program 

 

The Petal School District adheres to the following guidelines in determining eligibility for 

placement a student in the English Language Program:  

 

Grades K-1 and K-3 with no prior schooling 

 

All students in grades K-1 whose surveys indicate a home language other than or in addition to 

English, as well as those in grades K-3 who have never attended a school, are  

recommended for further screening using the LAS Links Placement Test. Kindergarten and 

first grade students who score below “Proficient” will be recommended for participation in the 

EL Program. 

 

Grades 2-3 

Those students in grades 2-3 who have attended a school either in the United States or any 

other country at some point in the past, will be assessed using the LAS Links Placement Test 

to assess their proficiency in English. Those students scoring below “Proficient” will be 

admitted into the EL Program. 

 



Grades 4-12 

In the case of students in grades 4-12 who indicate a home language other than or in 

addition to English, the EL teacher will review student records for evidence of English 

proficiency. When student grades and scores on standardized tests indicate sufficient English 

proficiency, the EL teacher can decide whether testing is necessary or not based on his/her 

best professional judgement. Students who score less than “Proficient” on the LAS Links 

Placement Test are admitted into the EL Program. Students who were already enrolled in an EL 

program at other schools may be automatically enrolled in the EL Program. The LAS Links 

Placement Test will be administered to determine the student’s placement in the district program 

if needed. 

 

 

D. Parental Notification 

 

Prior to the initial placement of any student in the English Language Program, the EL teacher 

assigned to each school notifies the student’s parents or guardians of the results of the 

assessment and the benefits of enrolling the program. (See appendix # ***** for Parental 

Notification form)  If parents do not respond to the notification, the district enrolls the student in 

the EL Program, since parents are not required to reply to such notification. Since parents have 

the right to waive EL services, this decision is honored once the refusal of services is returned. 

When parents refuse services through the EL program, the schools may provide services through 

interventions to make sure that the students’ academic needs are met. A copy of the signed 

parental notification should be filed in the student’s EL program files at the assigned school, 

when available. If the notification is not returned, the EL teacher should document in the same 

file, the date when the notification was sent. 

 

E. Program Placement  

 

Students identified as ELs from the language proficiency assessment are placed in EL 

Program, in addition to mainstream classes.  The Petal School District offers EL services through 

either one-to-one or small group classes of English as a Second Language with certified EL 

teachers and assistants. The EL services offered meet the requirements of the Mississippi 

Department of Education and the United States Office of Civil Rights in serving English 

Learners. Students at the elementary level are served through a “pull out” instructional approach 

for at least four hours a week depending on their current proficiency levels and the general needs 

of the students. Students at Petal Upper Elementary, Middle and the High Schools have a regular 

ELL class assigned.  

 

No more than thirty (30) days; or (2) weeks if the student registers after the beginning of the 

year, should have passed from the moment of enrollment of the student to the moment of the 

program placement of a student.  

 

 

  

 



V. Assessment of ELs 

 

The students of the EL program are assessed using the ELPT LAS LINKS test.  Also, 

student’s success will be measured through their performance in their regular education 

classrooms.  The use of materials that are a complement to the ones used in class, as well as the 

incorporation of technology, will contribute to the improvement of our students’ level of English 

proficiency, and their measurable achievement objectives. 



FLOWCHART FOR IDENTIFICATION AND PLACEMENT OF ELS 
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     yes  

According to the Home Language Survey, 

does anyone in the household speak a 

language other than or in addition to English? 

Is the student in fourth grade 

or higher? 

Student is enrolled in 

regular class with no 

further ESL screening 

Are records from 

previous school 

available? 
English will be 

assessed using the LAS 

Links Placement Test 

ESL specialist will review records.  Was 

student in ESL?  Are standardized test 

scores in lower 40%?  Is there any other 

factor suggesting a need for ESL? 



VI. Programs and Services 

 

The Petal School District offers EL services through either on-to-one or small group 

classes of English as a Second Language with certified EL teachers and a teacher assistant.  The 

EL services offered meet the requirements of the Mississippi Department of Education and the 

United States Office of Civil Rights in serving English Learners.  Students at the elementary 

level are served through both “pull out and push in” instructional approaches for at least four 

hours a week, depending on their current proficiency levels and the general needs of the students.  

Students at the Middle and High Schools are assigned a period to attend a content-based EL 

class.  At the Elementary level, the students also use the computer based language learning 

program “Imagine Learning”. 

 

In the Petal School District, we believe that a “person’s potential to learn is limitless”.  

Therefore, most of the material used takes into consideration Krashen’s I+1 (1982) approach.  

This means that students should be challenged one step above their current level of knowledge to 

ensure their success in the language learning process (Brown, 200; Shrum & Glisan, 2005).  The 

overall goal of our EL program is the successful integration of our students into the mainstream 

curriculum. Our instruction is Content-Based, in which English is learned through thematic units 

that allow of the assimilation of language learning and academic content at the same time, as 

stated by Ann Uhl Chamot’s “Cognitive Academic Language Learn Approach (CALL) (Richard-

Amato & Snot, 2005). 

 

At the middle and high school, Longman’s Shining Star series is being used as it has 

proved to be beneficial in preparing our students for the academic demands of the school setting, 

while enhancing their language knowledge necessary to perform well in our society.  New-

comers in our District are exposed to the basics of the English language through the Keys to 

Learning Series (Longman, 2005).  The Treasure Chest program by McGraw-Hill is also used at 

the elementary schools.  Treasure Chest is the EL component to the Treasures series that the 

students use in their regular education classrooms, and therefore is more aligned to help the 

students succeed in their mainstream classes, while enhancing their English language abilities. 

 

By using the content-based language learning approach, EL students in the Petal School 

District are learning language, as well as material relevant for their mainstream classes.  All EL 

students in the Petal School District are in mainstream classes, in addition to their EL services.  

Because of this, each EL student in the program has an EL Plan of Action, which outlines their 

background and proficiency level, as well as providing a list of all of the accommodations that 

they can receive in their mainstream classes.  An updated Plan of Action is created at the 

beginning of each school year, and reviewed with the students’ teachers, as well as their parents.  

The accommodations assist the mainstream teachers of EL students in knowing how to create 

differentiated instructional activities and assessments, as well as helping the students be able to 

fully participate in all of their mainstream classes.  Also, at the beginning of each year, the EL 

teachers hold a general meeting with mainstream teachers who have EL students in their classes, 

to review the students Plans of Action, proficiency levels in English, teaching strategies with EL 

students, and procedures for setting up conferences with parents where the EL teachers need to 

be present to translate.   In order for EL teachers to stay involved in how EL students are doing 

in their mainstream classes, every progress report and report card time, teachers are required to 



submit an “EL Progress Report” to the EL teacher, outlining what accommodations are being 

used, the students grades, and any other information about how the student is progressing that the 

teacher deems necessary.  EL teachers use these progress reports to monitor ELL students, in 

addition to their regular EL services, so that they can be sure that each student is receiving the 

best assistance possible. 

 

An EL plan of action will be developed for each student.  Once the plan is developed, the 

EL teacher will communicate closely with teachers and parents to monitor how well the EL 

student is working in general education classes and that he/she is receiving the appropriate 

accommodations.  Through this formal means, teachers will be able to communicate the 

student’s level of participation, communication, and academic performance to both the ESL 

teacher and the parent. 

 

 

Cooperation among teachers 

 

Cooperative work among teachers, counselors, parents, principals and students is essential in 

order to ensure an EL student’s academic success.  We meet to review the EL plan of action for 

each EL student and determine each person’s role in his/her success. Once the plan is developed, 

the EL teacher will communicate closely with teachers and parents, mainly via e-mail, to monitor 

how well the EL student is working in general education classes and that he/she is receiving the 

appropriate accommodations according to the plan.  

All general education teachers are asked to use the “EL Student Progress Report” to 

monitor the student’s language and academic progress during each reporting period (Every 4 ½ 

weeks). The report has four main parts: Part I reports the accommodations that have 

implemented in the teacher’s class. Part II is the teacher’s input concerning the student’s 

participation in the class and communication. Part III reports the student’s grade(s) obtained for 

each grading period. The final part is a space for the teacher to be able to communicate with the 

EL teacher and suggest areas related to language learning or communication problems that the 

teacher would like the student to work on during the next reporting period (Ex: vocabulary, 

spelling, reading and writing processes, etc.) This report must be given to the ESL teacher and a 

copy kept in the students EL file.  In addition, these reports are discussed in detail with parents 

during parent conferences.  If parents are unable to attend, arrangements are made to meet with 

them individually and at a time that is convenient. 

EL teachers attend, setup, and present at PTA meetings, open houses, and other activities 

involving EL students so that they are available to help with translating and answering questions 

parents or community members may have.  EL teachers call or translate information about these 

activities to help encourage parental participation.   

 

 

VII. Parental notification and parental and community participation 

 

 The EL program in the Petal School District also provides translating services for 

Spanish-speaking parents.  The EL teachers are bilingual, and are responsible for translating 

during parent-teacher conferences, phone calls to parents, letters and correspondence to parents, 



and registration documents.  When each student registers, the parents must fill out a Home 

Language Survey, which is available in both English and Spanish, in order to identify the 

students who need tested for EL services. After a student is tested the parents are notified, 

through a letter in either English or Spanish, if the student needs to receive services.  Students 

must be tested for EL services within 30 days of registering at the beginning of the year and 14 

days after registering if it is the middle of the school year.  Parents are to be notified of the 

results immediately following testing, and must sign a form stating if they want their child to be 

served in the program or not. 

 

 Cooperative work among teachers, counselors, parents, principals and students is 

essential in order to ensure an EL student’s academic success.  We meet to review the EL plan of 

action for each EL student and determine each person’s role in his/her success. Once the plan is 

developed, the EL teacher will communicate closely with teachers and parents, mainly via e-

mail, to monitor how well the EL student is working in general education classes and that he/she 

is receiving the appropriate accommodations according to the plan.  

 

 

VIII. Staffing and Resources 

 

EL Teacher qualifications 

 

 The Petal School District offers ELL services through either one-to-one or small group 

classes of English as a Second Language with certified ESL teachers.  The ELL services offered 

meet the requirements of the Mississippi Department of Education and the United States Office 

of Civil Rights in serving English Learners. Students at the primary level are served via  a “push 

in” instructional approach while elementary level students are served through a “pull out” 

instructional approach for at least four hours a week depending on their current proficiency 

levels and the general needs of the students. Students at the Middle and the High schools have a 

regular ELL class assigned. In addition to teaching the EL classes, the EL teachers are available 

for communication with parents when necessary. 

 

 Petal School District has two EL certified teachers who are bilingual. At each school the 

EL teachers  work with the students through “pull out” or EL classes to improve their English 

proficiency to a level where they are able to understand instructions so that they can perform 

well in class. The rest of the time they will be in general education classes.   

 

The EL teachers provide training to  classroom teachers, principals, administrators (at the 

beginning of each year), and other school or community-based organizational personnel (as 

needed) that serve EL students.  

 

The EL teacher(s) attends professional development provided by the state and may also 

attend the Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) conference as part of 

their professional development. This training assists the teachers in acquiring up-to-date 

knowledge on the advancement of the EL teaching field. This information is then conveyed to 



the regular education teachers of EL students. EL teachers also attend other relevant trainings 

throughout the school year.  

 

The Petal School District advertises EL positions via the district website, and states 

position, job requirements, and duties. PSD also supports area universities in the training of EL 

graduate and undergraduate students by allowing them to gain knowledge and experience in each 

of their five schools.  

 

The EL students are provided services via a wide spectrum of means. The EL teachers 

instruct students individually and in small group settings, provide the latest EL books and 

software. The Imagine Learning software program was been very beneficial to the EL students 

because it allows them to work at their own pace while enhancing student learning. 

 

Methods for determining that translators/translations used are effective in communicating 

with parents of limited-English proficient students (i.e. check lists, observations, etc) 

 

EL teachers attend, setup, and present at PTA meetings, open houses, and other activities 

involving EL students so that they are available to help with translating and answering questions 

parents or community members may have.  EL teachers call or translate information about these 

activities to help encourage parental participation.  One of the EL teachers employed by the 

school district is a native speaker of Spanish and the others have been determined to be fluent in 

the language.   

 

  

IX. Transitioning ELs to Monitoring  

 

Procedures for transitioning and/or exiting students from the English language instruction 

educational program and for monitoring their progress for a period of at least two years 

 

 Students who comply with the MDE requirements to exit the program, are placed on a 

monitoring stage for the mandatory two-year period.  During this time, their performance in the 

regular education classes is monitored to verify that they are able to perform at the same level as 

native speakers of English. Once students have been monitored during two years in which they 

have been successful in their classes and their state testing, they will be able to exit the program 

upon teacher’s recommendation and notification to the parents.  

 

X. EL Students participation in other program within the District 

 

EL students in the Petal School District are provided with equal opportunities to participate in all 

programs available in the district.  Within the district, there are  EL students who participate in 

the gifted program, athletics, and special education, among other areas.  Each EL student is made 

aware of the programs available to them, and many actively participate.  Parents are made aware 

of the options available for their students through letters and the Petal School District website.  

Many of this material is translated into Spanish for the Spanish-speaking parents, and if needed, 

translated into other languages for parents who don’t speak English or Spanish. 



XI. Program Evaluation 

 

Accountability for meeting proficiency  
The success of the EL program this year will be assessed using the LAS LINKS test.   Also, 

student’s success will be measured through their performance in their regular education 

classrooms.  The use of materials that are a complement to the ones used in class, as well as the 

incorporation of technology, will contribute to the improvement of our students’ level of English 

proficiency, and their measurable achievement objectives. 

 

All general education teachers are asked to use the “EL Student Progress Report” to 

monitor the student’s language and academic progress during each reporting period (Every 4 ½ 

weeks). The report has four main parts: Part I reports the accommodations that have 

implemented in the teacher’s class. Part II is the teacher’s input concerning the student’s 

participation in the class and communication. Part III reports the student’s grade(s) obtained for 

each grading period. The final part is a space for the teacher to be able to communicate with the 

EL teacher and suggest areas related to language learning or communication problems that the 

teacher would like the student to work on during the next reporting period (Ex: vocabulary, 

spelling, reading and writing processes, etc.) This report must be given to the EL teacher and a 

copy kept in the students EL file.  In addition, these reports are discussed in detail with parents 

during parent conferences.  If parents are unable to attend, arrangements are made to meet with 

them individually and at a time that is convenient. 

 

In addition, the progress of EL students on state benchmarks is monitored in the regular 

classroom on an on-going basis.  Every EL student is expected to master the state benchmarks 

that they will be tested on during the state assessment and other subject-area state tests. 

 

Each school has a shared decision making council which provides input on, reviews and 

receives updates on all programs at the school level.  This council is comprised of parents, 

teachers, community members, and students.  Each school also has a school improvement 

committee which analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of programs at the school level.  This 

committee is also comprised of parents, teachers, community members, and students.  EL 

teachers conduct surveys of parents with regard to effectiveness of the EL program.  EL teachers 

also have at least one meeting per year with the EL parents to explain programs and gather input 

from parents.  In addition, for each EL student, the regular education teacher, EL teacher, school 

administrators, and parents all must sign a Plan of Action for the student.   

 

Every LEA in Mississippi must develop and implement a comprehensive plan for serving 

students who are limited English proficient and/or immigrant students.  

 

Collection of data in accordance with MDE requirements  

 

All general education teachers are asked to use the “EL Student Progress Report” to monitor the 

student’s language and academic progress during each reporting period (Every 9 weeks). The 

report has four main parts: Part I reports the accommodations that have implemented in the 

teacher’s class. Part II is the teacher’s input concerning the student’s participation in the class 

and communication. Part III reports the student’s grade(s) obtained for each grading period. The 



final part is a space for the teacher to be able to communicate with the EL teacher and suggest 

areas related to language learning or communication problems that the teacher would like the 

student to work on during the next reporting period (Ex: vocabulary, spelling, reading and 

writing processes, etc.) This report must be given to the EL teacher and a copy kept in the 

students EL file. The students who comply with the MDE requirements to exit the program, are 

placed on a monitoring stage for the mandatory two-year period.  During this time, their 

performance in the regular education classes is monitored to verify that they are able to perform 

at the same level as native speakers of English. Once students have been monitored during two 

years in which they have been successful in their classes and their state testing, they will be able 

to exit the program upon teacher’s recommendation and notification to the parents. The number 

of ELs served and monitored by the EL Program of the Petal School District is reported to the 

MDE via SAMS, and MSIS. 

 

Staffing and other resources to be provided to limited-English proficient students under the 

LEA’s English language instruction educational program 

 

Petal School District employs two EL certified teachers and one teacher assistant, all of whom 

are bilingual. At each school the EL personnel work with the students through “pull out or push 

in” or EL classes to improve their English proficiency to a level where they are able to 

understand instructions so that they can perform well in class. The rest of the time they are in 

general education classes.   

 

All general education teachers are asked to use the “EL Student Progress Report” to monitor the 

student’s language and academic progress during each reporting period (Every 9 weeks). The 

report has four main parts: Part I reports the accommodations that have implemented in the 

teacher’s class. Part II is the teacher’s input concerning the student’s participation in the class 

and communication. Part III reports the student’s grade(s) obtained for each grading period. The 

final part is a space for the teacher to be able to communicate with the EL teacher and suggest 

areas related to language learning or communication problems that the teacher would like the 

student to work on during the next reporting period (Ex: vocabulary, spelling, reading and 

writing processes, etc.) This report must be given to the ESL teacher and a copy kept in the 

students EL file. The students who comply with the MDE requirements to exit the program, are 

placed on a monitoring stage for the mandatory two-year period.  During this time, their 

performance in the regular education classes is monitored to verify that they are able to perform 

at the same level as native speakers of English. Once students have been monitored during two 

years in which they have been successful in their classes and their state testing, they will be able 

to exit the program upon teacher’s recommendation and notification to the parents. The number 

of EL served and monitored by the EL Program of the Petal School District is reported to the 

MDE via SAMS and MSIS. 

 
 


